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1. INTRODUCTION

INSTRUCTION 

1.1 Lloyd Bore Ltd was instructed to conduct survey and monitoring work for badger (Meles meles) at 
Land Rear of 239 to 259 London Road, West Malling, Kent, ME19 6QP (approximate centre: TQ 
67901 58184).

DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT

1.2  

1.3 The site at Princes Parade, Hythe (Planning reference: Y17/1042/SH) is for a mixed residential and 
commercial development. The scheme comprises the creation of up to 150 residential dwellings 
with associated parking, up to 1,270sqm of commercial uses (hotel/ retail/ restaurant/ café), hard 
and soft landscaped open space, and 2,961sqm for a leisure centre with associated parking. 

1.4 Works on site are split into three development phases, the initial phase seeing the creation of an 
access road and leisure centre, second phase commercial and residential units on the eastern 
portion of the site and third phase for commercial and residential development to the west of the 
site. 

1.5 Approximately c.8 ha of suitable foraging habitat will be removed during the construction stage of 
the proposed development. Availability of foraging habitat on the application site will be 
significantly limited during the construction phase. Approximately c.3ha of suitable foraging habitat 
will be reinstated post-development. The proposed development will result in a net loss of c.5 ha 
of suitable badger foraging habitat from the application site in the long-term.

BACKGROUND

1.6 Previous full badger survey of Princes parade site was undertaken between March and June 2018. 
During this survey, four setts were identified on site (A,B,C and D). Both setts B and C were found 
to be in current use by badger, with cubs recorded emerging from sett B confirming this as a main 
breeding sett. 

1.7 Sett A was found to be used by fox (Vulpes vulpes) and sett D was found to be a dissued outlier. 

1.8 Survey visits were undertaken by John Young, Emily Cummins BSc (Hons), PgDip, GradCIEEM and 
Alana Shoosmith BSc (Hons), MSc, GradCIEEM between March and June 2018.

1.9 The proximity of the sett B to the proposed development means it will not be possible to retain this 
sett, as such updated surveys in order to establish the range of the clans territory and current 
status of Sett A(which would be in close proximity to the replacement sett).

SURVEY OBJECTIVES

1.10 The objectives of this update survey and report are to: -

• Identify the extent of the territory used by the badger clan that occupy Sett B (main sett);

• Locate any additional setts that badgers may have established over the interim period, and;

• Determine the current activity status and sett classifications for Setts A, C,D and E.  
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2. METHOD

SITE VISITS

FIELD SIGN WALKOVER

2.1 Field sign walkover surveys were undertaken in April and May 2021.  This survey covered the entire 
accessible application site and all areas within the northern and southern sides of the Royal 
Military Canal corridor, from the eastern end of the application site right up to Twiss Road in the 
west.  Twiss Road is located approximately 1km west of the application site boundary.  

2.2 The positions of any evidence of badger activity during the course of the walkover were mapped 
using GPS for future reference.

2.3 Site visits were undertaken by Richard Andrews, Nichola Stapleton and Jack Bage. 

2.4 Richard, who has 20 years' experience in badger survey, provided training in badger survey to both 
Nichola and Jack for the task. 

2.5 Setts A, B and C were located and were therefore subject to further monitoring (as summarised 
below).  Sett D could not be located and no evidence of badger activity in the immediate vicinity of 
the previous location of Sett D was identified - so Sett D was not monitored.  

BADGER MONITORING SURVEY

2.6 Camera traps were set-up at Sett A.  Camera traps were left out from May to June 2021. 

2.7 Camera traps were checked once a week over this period.  Footage from the camera traps was 
viewed periodically and, where appropriate, camera traps were moved to ensure effective data 
capture.  

BADGER BAIT MARKING SURVEY

2.8 A bait marking survey was conducted between 20th April to 14th May 2021.  This involved using a 
mixture of peanuts and syrup mixed with plastic tracer pellets. 

2.9 Prior to placing out bait, a search for existing established latrines was made of the accessible areas 
on and adjacent to the site.  Locations of latrines (where found) were noted down and GPS 
referenced to aid future location of these latrines.

2.10 Bait was placed both close to the entrance of Sett B and along badger paths, using large stones to 
cover and prevent smaller animals from taking the bait. 

2.11

ASSESSMENT AND EVALUATION 

2.12 Harris et al., (1989), Andrews (2013) and Natural England (2006) have been used to inform the 
survey work required and to assess the likely importance of on-site habitats for badgers.

2.13 Natural England guidance (2009a, 2009b) has been used as a guide in the interpretation of what 
'current use' and 'disturbance' constitutes.
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LIMITATIONS

2.14 Due to the location of the site and its proximity to private residential land north of the Royal 
Military Canal, it was not possible to fully secure access to search for latrines within the entire area 
expected to be used by the clan using Sett B.  However, as the critical factor was establishing the 
clans' presence to the west of the site (to establish whether the proposed location for the 
compensatory badger sett is withing their home range), this limitation did not pose a significant 
constraint on the objectives of the survey.

2.15 The dense vegetation and steep banks of the military canal could have prevented some latrines 
from being discovered. 
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3. RESULTS

SURVEY RESULTS

SETT A

3.1 The sett (comprising two entrances) showed no signs of activity for the duration of the monitoring 
survey.  Sticks, placed in-front of the entrance have not been moved and there are no recent signs 
of badger activity, such as foraging, dung pits or fresh spoil.

3.2 Two badgers were recorded passing Sett A on 21st June 2021.  These badgers did not enter the sett 
on this occasion. 

3.3 Although no signs of badgers entering the sett were recorded during the survey, the sett is likely to 
have been active in the last 12 months (clear entrances, with active badger paths)and therefore, 
the possibility of badgers occupying the sett in the future cannot be ruled out.

3.4 Furthermore, Sett A is located within badger territory that occupies Sett B and is likely to be used 
on an occasional basis by these badgers (as an outlier sett).  This sett is at least occasionally visited 
by badgers, as indicated by the camera footage.  Because no evidence of presence of other badger 
social groups was recorded during the initial field sign survey of the extensive wider survey area, it 
is likely that the badgers recorded visiting Sett A are members of the badger social group that 
occupy Sett B. 

SETT E

3.5 In addition to the previous setts identified, an additional two hole outlier sett (sett E) was located 
on 20th April 2021. This was in active use at the time of the survey. 

BADGER BAIT MARKING SURVEY

3.6 During the survey a total of five latrines were located within the survey area.

3.7 On 14th May, marked droppings were located within a badger latrine pit to the west of the site 
boundary, within the adjacent golf course. 
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4. PHOTOS

Photo 1 Two adult badgers at Sett A.  Image 
captured on 21st June 2021.



5026-LLB-RP-EC-0001  |   BADGER SURVEY REPORT 7

PRINCES PARADE - IMPLEMENTATION STAGE (FHDC) STATUS: PLANNING

26/07/2021

5. BADGER SURVEY LATRINE PLAN

Figure 1 Plan showing the location of the badger latrines found within survey area. Redline boundary 
shows the approximate extents of the site. 
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6. EVALUATION

6.1 No evidence of occupation of Sett A by badgers was identified during the sett monitoring period.  
Sett A is likely to be a disused outlier for the badger social group that occupy Sett B.

6.2 During the bait marking survey, badger faeces containing the plastic pellets left at Sett B were 
found within a badger latrine pit on the Hythe Imperial Golf Course.  This latrine was found 
c.1000m from Sett B, which evidences that the home range of the badger social group that occupy 
Sett B extends to c.380m beyond the proposed new compensatory sett location.  The proposed 
location of the new compensatory sett has direct access for badgers to retained areas for foraging 
on the golf course to the west, the retained southern bank of the canal and along the northern 
bank of the canal, connecting to gardens beyond (which badgers can feasibly access via a series of 
footbridges that cross the canal). 

6.3 Based on these findings, the proposed location for the compensatory sett is considered acceptable 
and viable in terms of likelihood of use by the badger clan that are due to be excluded from Sett B. 
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8. APPENDIX 1: SUMMARY OF WILDLIFE LEGISLATION AND NATIONAL PLANNING POLICY 

8.1 The Protection of Badgers Act 1992 (as amended) affords legal protection to badgers and their 
setts. 

8.2 The specific legal protection afforded to badgers and/or badger setts can be found within the 
Sections of the legislation and relevant case law.  This report focuses on those acts that are most 
relevant to proposed developments.

8.3 In general, any person that:-

• Wilfully kills, injures or takes a badger (or attempts to do so);

• Cruelly ill-treats a badger/s;

• Digs for a badger/s, to include blocking tunnels;

• Damages or destroys a badger sett, or obstruct access to it; and

• Disturbs a badger when it is occupying a sett.

…may be guilty of an offence. 

8.4 A badger sett, is defined as; "any structure or place which displays signs indicating current use by a 
badger."

8.5 The term 'badger sett' relates to the system of tunnels and chambers in which badgers may live, 
the entrances and immediate surrounds, to include associated spoil heaps. 

8.6 "Current use" is defined by Natural England (Natural England, 2009a). For a sett to fall under the 
Protection of Badgers Act it must show signs of current use.  The sett therefore does not need to 
be occupied by animals for it to be afforded legal protection.

8.7 A sett is likely to remain protected until field signs have deteriorated indicating the sett is no longer 
in current use by badgers (Natural England 2009a).  Intermittent use of a sett by badgers is 
therefore likely to infer the sett remains legally protected. 

8.8 Natural England guidance (2009b) details that the below activities are unlikely to amount to 
disturbance:

• Development, or other activities occurring close to badger setts (use of hand tools and/or 
machinery), where there is no reason to believe that the 'disturbance' will be greater than 
that which badgers commonly tolerate, and therefore any badgers occupying the set are 
unlikely to be disturbed;

• Vegetation removal (to include felling small trees or shrubs) over or adjacent to setts (using 
hand tools and/or machinery); and

• Clearing out of ditches/watercourses using machinery and/or hand tools where badger setts 
are present. 

8.9 Maximum penalties are punishable with fines up to £5,000 per offence and up to 6 months 
imprisonment.  Actions affecting multiple animals can be construed as separate offences and 
therefore penalties can be applied per animal impacted.
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8.10 Under certain circumstances licences can be granted by the Statutory Nature Conservation 
Organisation (Natural England in England) to permit actions that would otherwise be unlawful.


